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command), General Lambert, not to oppose Monk's advance. On arriving at
London, Monk admitted the excluded members (those who survived since
Pride's Purge of 1648) to parliament. The genuine Long Parliament was thus
reassembled. On i6th March the Long Parliament at last declared its own
dissolution and issued writs for a new parliament. Monk's soldiers guarded the
freedom of election. On 25th April the new parliament (since known as the
Convention as it was not summoned by the crown) met at Westminster, Lords
and Commons. Both Houses invited Charles II. to return to England, and the
fleet was sent to Holland to bring him over. On 2Qth May Charles entered
London, escorted by 20,000 horse and foot, amidst the utmost enthusiasm.

Two opinions, each representative of their kind, may indicate the result
of the Commonwealth upon England. Macaulay writes: " For a time, the
evils inseparable from military government were, in some degree, mitigated
by the wisdom and magnanimity of the great man who held the supreme
command." This was written (or at any rate published) in 1848, when the
continental peoples were torn by revolution and threatened with the rise of
soldier-dictators. The other opinion is a newspaper notice of the 278th anni-
versary of Oliver Cromwell's death, the anniversary also of a defeat of the
Scots at Dunbar and Worcester: " He ruled the land with soldiers, and he
made soldier rule for ever hateful to the people." 1

1 The Daily Express, 3rd September 1936.   This organ is here quoted because it claims to have the
world's largest number of daily newspaper readers.